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iron ore occur in Attica, Eubcea and Seriphos, but are not mined to
any considerable extent, due to the absence of any fuel except low-
grade lignite. The emery of Naxos, the chrome of Phersala and the
magnesite of Euboea are mined at the present time. Most of the ore
produced is exported because of the lack of home industries.

MANUFACTURING

Greece has a much larger proportion of its population engaged in
industry than any other Balkan state, but, compared with the western
European nations, this activity is of slight importance. The greatest
handicaps to its development have been the lack of power resources,
and political unrest. Although industrial activity has been increasing
and probably will continue to increase, it seems likely that the first of
these handicaps will prevent Greece from becoming a highly indus-
trialized state.

The leading industries are those concerned with the preparation
of food products. Of these, flour milling and the preparation of olive
oil are the most important. Such industries are located near the sources
of raw materials. The manufacture of textiles, cigarettes, machinery,
chemicals and leather follows foods in importance.

TRANSPORTATION

Like the other states of the Balkan Peninsula, Greece is poorly
equipped with transportation facilities. It has a smaller railway mileage
per 1000 inhabitants than any other nation in Europe, and it also
ranks near the bottom in mileage per 1000 square miles of territory.
Likewise, its system of highways is inadequate and poorly developed.
Traditionally, however, the sea has been the principal highway of the
Greeks, and today Greece ranks among the leading nations of the world
in merchant tonnage per capita.

FOREIGN TRADE

Greece has long been a commercial nation of considerable im-
portance. Its per capita foreign trade far exceeds that of any other
Balkan state, and is approximately equal to that of Italy. Its exports
consist largely of agricultural products, with tobacco, currants, wine,
raisins, and hides and skins being the most important items. Small
amounts of emery and leadrsilver ore are also exported. Germany, the